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there would obviously be nothing inequitable in the sharing
of the burden amongst all self-governing peoples until the day
(perhaps not so far distant in a more civilized world) when
the last Colonial people were able to stand on their own feet*
Such international recognition of Colonial responsibility
does not,, however, imply international administration of
Colonies. This would not prove workable in practice, nor
would it be in the interests of the Colonial peoples them-
selves, which must of course be the governing consideration.
In all cases Colonial peoples have become accustomed to
the methods and traditions, to the laws, customs and even
language of their rulers, their thoughts and aspirations have
been formed in a particular mould, and even where their
own culture and civilization persist, to attempt to replace
the institutions and administration with which they are
familiar by an impersonal body of international personnel
owning no common tradition, and even possibly with con-
flicting ideals and methods, would be something totally
beyond the grasp of most Colonial peoples, who need
personal guidance and an example upon which they can
model their own action. Moreover, it must be remembered
that the process of fitting Colonial peoples for self-govern-
ment necessarily implies the progressive and increasing
association of the people themselves in the task of adminis-
tration at all stages, until eventually they take over com-
pletely. This process would be rendered more difficult by
the relative inelasticity, complexity and remoteness of an
international administration.
That does not mean that, in the present stage and per-
haps for some time to come, there is not scope for the
co-operation of other nationals, especially technicians of all
kinds, in the work of the various Colonial administrations,
provided the claims of the indigenous peoples be always
borne in mind, and in this way, strictly within the ftame-work